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October Community Forum:
The Affordable Care Act: Just the Facts, Ma’am !
Wednesday, Oct. 17, noon - 2 p.m. Free and open to the public.
Louise Lowry Davis Community Center, 1232 De La Vina St.
A non-biased explanation of local and state
implementation of the federal Affordable Care
Act will be given by local and statewide experts
at our October Community Forum.
With the plethora of information—some
accurate and some not—being distributed
about health care reform, the League of
Women Voters of Santa Barbara is working with
the Children’s Health Initiative of Santa Barbara
County to bring you accurate information.
The panelists will examine what impacts the
Affordable Care Act bring to the experience of
insured and currently uninsured patients, as well
as the capacity and readiness of our local health
care systems and community clinics to meet the
expected increase in demand for health care
services.
California is the first state to begin implementation of a Health Benefit Exchange. Information
will also be shared concerning children enrolled
in Healthy Families and the effects of their
upcoming transition into Medi-Cal enrollment.

Presenters will be: Carmela Castellano-Garcia
from Sacramento, President and CEO of the
California Primary Care Association; Kandis
Driscoll from Los Angeles, Workgroup Director,
Insure the Uninsured Project; Cynder Sinclair,
D.M., Chief Executive Officer, Santa Barbara
Neighborhood Clinics; and Tara Dooley, M.Ed.,
Program Manager, Healthy Kids Santa Barbara
and the Children’s Health Initiative of Santa
Barbara County
This presentation follows up on last year’s
successful collaboration between the League
and the Children’s Health Initiative in bringing
the latest information and knowledgeable
presenters to Santa Barbara County to address
questions about the Affordable Care Act.
Bring your own brown bag lunch; cookies and
beverages will be provided. Parking is free.
Please invite your friends.
Linda Phillips, State and National Action, LWVSB
Tara Dooley, program manager Healthy Kids
Santa Barbara and Children’s Health
Initiative of Santa Barbara County
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Hospitality
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When you attend an October discussion unit, the Water Committee members believe you will be surprised to learn how much is happening with California water issues.

State & National Action
Linda Phillips (2013)

For example, did you know that San Francisco is voting on the possible removal of Hetch Hetchy
Dam? Or that two desalinization plants are proposed south of Santa Barbara County and others
around the state? Or that a water privatization proposal by Cadiz is under discussion between San
Diego and the Imperial Valley? And what is the Kern Water Bank?

Office Manager
Sheila Kamhi (2013)
Channel Voter Editor/
Publicity
Vicki Allen (2013)

The unit discussions will be led by the League’s Water Committee.
Pat Shewczyk and Joan Kerns, Co-Chairs

Message from your CoCo-President: Joanie Jones
update your record right away.
The Constant Contact message
is one way our League can get
the word out mid-month to our
members and friends of the
League. Last month we sent the
whole Channel Voter newsletter
by email. In the future we will
provide a link on the message to
the Channel Voter on our
website. The Subject: "News
from the LWV of Santa
Barbara" will be sent around the
middle of each month.

October will keep the LWVSB busy.
Please attend one of our four
Discussion Units on water issues in
California during the first weeks in
October.
We are looking for Speakers Bureau
members to share information on the
League's Pros and Cons with community organizations that request it. The
Pros and Cons are already written—
all you have to do is familiarize yourself with them. If you are interested,
contact Susan Shank (zshank@
cox.net) or Sandy Stites (sandyatducks@earth
link.net) to join the Speakers' Bureau.

We have a new database. Thank you to our Secretary
--and database creator-- Linda Mayo. Linda continues
to create our new FileMaker Pro database and has
populated it with our old database members and
affiliates. Lorraine Cass and I are currently adding
each of your renewals as they arrive. At this time in
the middle of September, 35 percent of you have not
responded yet. And it is time to remind you that
dues and Survey are now overdue. Please renew
now.

The General Election is on Nov. 6--with vote-by-mail
ballots out soon. Our voter service election forums
have been taped and are currently being broadcast
on Santa Barbara Channels (TV channel 71). The
schedule is now on SBchannels.tv. We will also have
one DVD in the office available to check out for each
forum. And remember to help your California friends
and family by suggesting the voter information at
SmartVoter.org.

Our League Nominating Committee will begin work
this fall. The members of the Nominating Committee
are happy to hear from you. They are Mary Rose,
Margaret Roff, Emily Allen, Amanda Pelch and one
additional board member appointed per the Bylaws.
Help is always needed for both short and long term
projects. Please make your talents known.
Finally our new Member Directory will be underway
when you receive this newsletter. The directory
needs your most recent updates of name, address,
phone number and email. Send them to the League
by email or mail (see addresses below). With your
help it will be as accurate as humanly possible. We
hope to mail it out by December.

Our new Constant Contact email message, "News
from League of Women Voters Santa Barbara," was
sent out on Aug. 23 and Sept. 3. We hope you like
getting messages that are timely. Please let us know
if you have not received League emails. If you get a
new email address please let us know and we will

Joanie Jones, Co-President, Membership, Administration &
Community Education
Karena Jew, Janice Rorick and Sojourner Rolle
LWV members and friends helped register voters on
National Voter Registration Day, Sept. 25, in Goleta and
Santa Barbara.
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Inside the League
November Discussion Units:
State Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions
The November discussion units will be based on state
greenhouse gas reduction action. The basis of our unit
discussion is the state legislation regarding the required
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and the Sustainable
Committee Strategy (SCS). We will discuss the issues and
see what member views are of the proposals for local
implementation.

SB375 connects the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
from cars and light trucks to land use; recommends
streamlining the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA); and coordinates Regional Housing Needs Allocation
(RHNA) process with the transportation plan.
Also to be considered are ways to reduce emissions, such as
green building, energy and emission reduction, and
conservation. In our county the Santa Barbara County
Association of Governments (SBCAG), consisting of all
supervisors and mayors, is responsible for attaining these
goals.

During the month of September, Santa Barbara County
Association of Governments (SBCAG) held three public
meetings to hear the opinions of residents regarding various
plans to implement the state greenhouse gas reduction
requirements.

Come to the November units to discus the various plans and
reactions.

In 2006, the state legislature passed AB32 setting the target
date of 2020 to attain emission levels below those of 1990.

Sheila Kamhi, Transportation Chair

What You Can Do
• Come to a discussion unit. This month’s topic is what’s

The League offers many volunteer opportunities. You
can choose to do what you like to do and do it for as little
or as much as you like!
Here are just a few ways you can help support your
League:
Join a new committee. Are you interested in the Regional
Transportation
Plan?
Contact
Sheila
Kamhi,
Transportation Chair (sckamhi@cox.net). Do you want to
study the California initiative and referendum process?
Find out more from Linda Phillips, State and National
Action Chair (lindakp5@cox.net).
• Join an ongoing committee. The League studies a wide
variety of issues, from education to health care. If you
care about energy, sustainable communities, social
policy, voter service or water, we have a group for you.

Chris & Tom Carson
LWVSB Channel Voter

happening with California water issues. November’s
topic will be state greenhouse gas emission reductions.
See the Calendar on the back page for dates and places.
• Maybe you never miss our informative monthly
Community Forums. But have you thought about
helping to set one up? Contact Hospitality Chair Janice
Rorick (janror@aol.com) if you are interested.
Be sure to read “Opportunity is Knocking” (which was
sent with your membership renewal form) to find out
about other ways you can become more active in the
League. And all members are invited to our New
Member Orientation on Saturday, Oct. 20 (details on
Page 7).

Cynthia Brock

Tom Parker
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The November 6 Election
Information from State and National Leagues
Dramatic New “Next Generation” Design for Smart Voter Debuts
For this November’s election, Smart Voter
will be available to California voters in both
its traditional format (smart voter.org/ca/
sba). and the new Next Generation design (m.smart
voter.org). For future elections the state League will
expand the capabilities,
features and innovative
content of the versatile
Next Generation site.

A revolutionary experience is waiting for
you at Smart Voter’s brand new Next
Generation website! You can go to the
special web address of m.smartvoter.org right now to check it
out. This cutting-edge update of the League’s award-winning
service sports a new streamlined look and an array of feature
stories that changes every day.
The many enhanced features are especially helpful for the
quick information needs and small touch screens of
smartphone and tablet owners -- but promise to be fun and
interesting for desktop and laptop computer users as well.

If you have questions, comments or suggestions regarding it, please email cadirector@smartvoter.org
and click the “More” button
on the new site to sign up
for the Smart Voter newsletter, like us on Facebook
or follow us on Twitter and
receive our latest updates.

Announced at last year’s state League Convention in Ventura,
and years in planning, the Next Generation site addresses
dramatic changes in the way that the public now accesses and
uses information on the Internet.
According to national market analyses and surveys, a majority
of the computer devices now being purchased are smartphones and tablets rather than desktop or laptop computers,
and a rapidly-increasing proportion of voters are relying
primarily on such mobile devices to get information on
politics and elections.

League of Women Voters
California

Pote
otentially
ally Misle
sleadi
ading Campaign Ads
Ads from Outs
utside
ide Groups
Floo
Flood the Nation’
ion’s Television
ion Airwaves
A record number of campaign advertisements are flooding the
television airwaves in communities across the nation. Many of
these ads are being run by “outside groups” that are
supposedly independent from a candidate. These “outside
group” ads (sometimes referred to as “third-party” ads)
threaten to spread misinformation as studies have shown that
these ads contain a higher level of both attacks and
inaccurate statements than candidate campaign ads.

consumer product ads. So this is not a new practice for them.
We are asking them to be as vigilant about outside group ads
as they are about product ads.
Leagues, and individual League members, have a critical role
to play in ensuring that their local stations—KEYT in Santa
Barbara--understand and exercise their obligation and right.
The League of Women Voters’ Truth in Campaign Advertising
project focuses on local Leagues working with and supporting
their local television broadcasters to minimize false and
misleading campaign ads. We can do this in two main ways.
We can encourage stations to exercise their responsibility to
ensure the campaign ads they run are accurate. We can also
urge TV stations to air, as part of their news segments, stories
that provide viewers with nonpartisan, objective analysis of
the campaign ads being run on that station, thereby helping
the voting public to be discerning viewers of the campaign
ads they see.

The League of Women Voters has long worked to ensure that
voters receive fact-based, nonpartisan information about our
elections, often partnering with the media to do so. We have
heard from voters that they desperately want factual
information so they can make their own best decisions. That
is the goal of the League’s Truth in Campaign Advertising
project. We are concerned that this current environment -- so
filled with toxic charges, contradictory statements and
deceptive practices -- leaves voters so confused and disgusted
that at a minimum, they can’t make their own best decisions
and at worst they may decide not to vote at all.

If you are interested in helping with this “ad watch”
campaign, contact Linda Phillips (lindakp5@cox.net) for more
information or to report a fact check issue.

Television stations have a legal right to reject or request
changes to any advertisement, other than from a qualified
candidate, if the station believes the ad is inaccurate or
misleading. Stations already have processes they use for
LWVSB Channel Voter

League of Women Voters US
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Onli
nline Voter Registrat
trati
ation:
on: A Reality in Calif
liforni
rnia!
The League of Women Voters of California is excited about the
implementation of online voter registration in our state. We
applaud the work of the Secretary of State’s office, in
coordination with the Department of Motor Vehicles and the
58 county elections officials, to give Californians a more open
and accessible registration process.

government should make voter registration and re-registration
easy while assuring that the basic requirements of citizenship,
age, and residency are met. We also believe that the state
should continue to take a strong role in encouraging the
facilitation of registration and voting.
Voter registration too frequently presents a barrier to eligible
voters. Online voter registration will increase the number of
registered voters and facilitate updates of voter registration
for people who have moved or changed their name or political
party by allowing them to do the process online. Online
registration will help prevent errors in transcribing handwritten information on registration affidavits and will speed up
recording of late registrations and cut down on errors. Voters
will be better served AND millions of dollars will be saved.

Now, any eligible California voter who has access to the
Internet and a drivers license or ID signature on file with the
DMV can register whenever and wherever it is convenient.
The new system adds convenience for voters and improved
accuracy for elections offices while maintaining the security of
the registration process. We anticipate enthusiastic use of this
new process; thousands of Californians had already registered
online in the hours before its formal announcement.
The League of Women Voters encourages all people who are
eligible to vote to register and to cast an informed vote in all
elections. We believe in the power of the vote, and that

We are proud to have been among the supporters of this great
step forward.
League of Women Voters California

VOTE411.org
• Polling place locations

Launched by the League of Women Voters Education Fund
(LWVEF) in October of 2006, VOTE411.org is a "one-stopshop" for election related information. It provides nonpartisan
information to the public with both general and state-specific
information on the following aspects of the election process:

• Registration deadlines
• Voter qualifications
• Voter registration forms
• Voting machines

• Absentee ballot information

An important component of VOTE411.org is the polling place
locator, which enables users to type in their address and retrieve the poll location for the voting precinct in which that
address is located. The League has found that this is among
the most sought after information in the immediate days leading up to, and on, Election Day.

• Ballot measure information (where applicable)
• Early voting options (where applicable)
• Election dates
• Factual data on candidates in various federal, state and

local races
• General information on such topics as how to watch debates with a critical eye
• ID requirements

Observing Day of the Girl on October 11
The CARE Action Network has supported the International Protecting
Girls by Preventing Child Marriage Act in both the current and previous
Congress and now the Administration is poised to take action to address
this issue.
CARE, a leading humanitarian organization fighting global poverty, is
joining thousands of others across the globe on Oct. 11, the first annual
International Day of the Girl, to raise awareness and call for action on
this critical issue.
The League, as a member of the Working Group on Girls (a coalition of 80
-plus UN-affiliated non-governmental organizations), will be sponsoring
events that day, including the first ever Virtual Summit. We invite
League members who are teachers and work with girls to become
involved through www.DayoftheGirlSummit.com, where girls can
participate in events online.
Jane Honikman, Co-chair of Social Policy Interest Group
LWVSB Channel Voter
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Hum
Human Traffi
fficki
cking Focus
of October 20 UN Day
The LWVSB is again co-sponsoring the local
UN Day program, which will be presented by
the United Nations Association of Santa
Barbara on Saturday, Oct. 20 from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Santa Barbara City College, East
Campus, Administration Building.
This year, the Everyday Ghandis will show
“The Fight to Forgive,” a film on human
trafficking. There will also be a discussion of
this major international problem—which is
also a domestic problem in the U.S. The
program is designed to raise awareness of
human suffering around the globe.
Linda Phillips, State & National Action Chair
October 2012

Ideas
deas for In
Initiative
itiative & Ref
Referendu
endum
dum Refor
Reform
form:
What the Legislators Say

How to Contact Your Elected Officials
County Board of Supervisors
Salud Carbajal, 1st District: 568-2186; SupervisorCarbajal@sbcbos1.org
Janet Wolf, 2nd District:)568-2191 | jwolf@sbcbos2.org
Doreen Farr, 3rd District: 568-2191 |dfarr@countyofsb.org
Joni Gray, 4th District: 737-7700 |jgray@co.santa-barbara.ca.us
Steve Lavagnino, 5th District:
346-8400|steve.lavagnino@countyofSB.org
Santa Barbara City Council
Mayor, Helene Schneider: 564-5323
HSchneider@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
Frank Hotchkiss: 564-5320 | FHotchkiss@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
Grant House:) 564-5319 | GHouse@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
Dale Francisco: 564-5324 | DFrancisco@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
Harwood “Bendy” White: 564-5321 |
HWhite@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
Cathy Murillo: 564-5322 | CMurillo@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
Randy Rowse: 564-5325 | RRowse@SantaBarbaraCA.gov
Goleta City Council
Mayor, Ed Easton: 961-7537 | eeaston@cityofgoleta.org
Roger Aceves: 961-7538 | raceves@cityofgoleta.org
Margaret Connell: 961-7539 | mconnell@cityofgoleta.org
Michael Bennett: 961-7535 | mbennett@cityofgoleta.org
Paula Perotte: 961-7536 | pperotte@cityofgoleta.org
Carpinteria City Council
Mayor, Al Clark: AlClark@ci.carpinteria.co.us
Brad Stein, Vice Mayor: BradStein@ci.carpinteria.co.us
Gregg Carty: GreggCarty@ci.carpinteria.co.us
Kathleen Reddington: KathleenReddington@ci.carpinteria.co.us
Joe Armendariz: JoeArmendariz@ci.carpinteria.co.us
Main City Phone: 864-5405
Assembly, District 35
Das Williams: 564-1649 (Capitol Office: 916-319-2035)
http://asmdc.org/members/a35/
State Senate, District 19
Tony Strickland: 965-0862 (Capitol Office: 916-651-4019)
cssrc.us/web/19/contact-me
U.S. Congress, District 23
Lois Capps: 730-1710 (DC Office: 202-225-3601)
http://capps.house.gov/contact-me

One of the questions asked in this year’s legislative interviews was whether the initiative and referendum process is
in need of reform, and, if so, how it should be changed.
The vast majority of the responses received thus far indicate
support for some kind of change. Several of the legislators
expressed support for the overall intent of the initiative
process—allowing a voice for the grassroots in the political
process, while at the same time expressing the view that this
is no longer the case. One of the many “yes, but” situations
is finding a way to reduce the influence of special interests
while also acknowledging the need to limit the overall
number of initiatives.
Another idea that was mentioned by several legislators is the
need for an initiative that will cost money to specify where
that money will come from. This idea, while quite popular,
runs counter to the League’s position against earmarking
funds. Our position is that we prefer that measures not
include any earmarking, because it reduces the flexibility of
the legislature in future years. The position is clear that we
should only support a measure with earmarking if it also
includes a sunset clause.
Other ideas suggested included ensuring that the language
in initiatives is clear and understandable, strict interpretation of the single issue requirement for initiatives, requiring
all measures be submitted to the California Supreme Court
for a pre-election review for constitutionality, ensuring that
the title and summary for each measure is impartial, and
raising the filing fees. The fees have been the same since
1943, and do not come close to covering the cost of
analyzing the measures, and writing the titles and
summaries.
Support for the California DISCLOSE Act was mentioned, as
were the ideas of changing the number of signatures
required and putting a moratorium for some number of
years on measures once an issue had been on a ballot. No
one mentioned changing the length of time proponents have
to collect signatures. There was support for making it more
difficult to amend the constitution, as opposed to passing
statutes.

Note: All phone numbers unless otherwise noted are area
code 805.

Finally, one person mentioned limiting initiatives to only
those issues over which the legislature has no authority, one
supported returning to having elections for initiatives at
both the primary and general elections, and another felt that
spending limits only put groups with limited money at a
disadvantage against those who can self-fund a campaign.

Initiative and Referendum Study
The LWVSB committee will begin its work this
fall and there will be a Community Forum and
consensus discussion units in the spring. If you
are interested in participating in the League’s
statewide study, contact Linda Phillips, State
and National Action Chair (lindakp5@cox.net).

The Initiative and Referendum Update Study Committee is
considering all these ideas, and more. The study guide and
consensus questions have been developed.. Consensus
reports will not be due until March 2013 so local Leagues
can wait until after the upcoming November election to have
their consensus meetings.
League of Women Voters of California
LWVSB Channel Voter
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Membership News
Thank you to all members who have renewed their memberships for 2012 – 2013. We appreciate your prompt attention.

The New Member Orientation is scheduled for Saturday Oct.
20 at the League office, 328 E. Carrillo St. Suite A., Santa
Barbara. The event will begin at 10 a.m. and conclude at 12:30
pm. All members are invited to attend. We will focus on
League history, League structure and “how to’s.” We hope
this meeting will be interesting and entertaining. Invitations
should have been received by the time you are reading this
message. In case we have not reached you, please feel free to
contact me at apelch@yahoo.com. Remember, everyone is
invited. Thank you for your continued support of the League.

There are approximately 90 members who have not renewed
yet. We look forward to receiving your renewal dues soon.
For your information, if we do not receive your renewal dues
by Nov. 1 you will be dropped from the membership roll and
will not be included in our new League Directory. Please send
in your dues as soon as possible. We appreciate your support.
We need everyone’s email address. We are doing more and
more via email. The League does not and will not share your
address with any other groups. Please share your email
address with us so we can keep you informed!

Amanda Pelch, Membership Development

Welcome New Members:

In Memoriam:

Catherine Woodford, Eugene Johnson, Jennifer Holland,
Carrie Brown, Suzanne Spillman

Betty Newcomb, A 50-year member

It was a full house at the September Community Forum

MEMBERSHIP FORM to join LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SANTA BARBARA

□ Here’s my annual membership dues of $60*
□ Second member in same household $30
□ Student $30
□ Please send me more information about League
□ I can’t join right now; here is my contribution of

Name ________________________________________
Address ______________________________________
_______________________________ Zip __________

Phone ___________________ Fax________________
E-mail _______________________________________

$_________ to support the League.
Make check payable to: League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara, 328 A E. Carrillo St, Santa Barbara, CA 93101

*Discounted dues are available for special circumstances. Amanda Pelch, 452-5804.

LWVSB Channel Voter
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CALENDAR
OCTOBER UNITS: CALIFORNIA WATER ISSUES
2
Tuesday: Supper Unit - 5:30 p.m., Madame Lu's
Restaurant, 3524 State St., Contact Karen Bunker.
3
Wednesday: Evening Unit - 7:30 p.m., Sheila Kahmi’s
house. Contact Pat Shewczyk and Sheila Kamhi.
8
Monday: Valle Verde Unit – noon-2 p.m. new location
in private dining room off breezeway (parking in front
lot), 900 Calle de los Amigos. Brown bag lunch. Contact
Joan Kerns.
10 Wednesday: Carpinteria Unit – 10 a.m., Carpinteria
Women's Club, 1059 Vallecito Rd. Contact Barbara
Godley.
13 Saturday: LWVSB Board meeting, 10 a.m., League
Office at 328 A East Carrillo, Suite A.
17 Wednesday: Community Forum: Just the Facts, Ma’am!
Federal Health Reform and the Affordable Care Act, Cosponsored by the Children’s Health Initiative of Santa
Barbara 12-2 p.m., Louise Lowry Davis Center, 1232 De
la Vina St.; brown bag lunch; free and open to the public.
20 Saturday: New Member Orientation, 10 a.m.-12:30
p.m., League office, 328 E. Carrillo St., Suite A, Santa
Barbara. All members invited.
20 Saturday: UN Day, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Santa Barbara City
College, East Campus, Administration Building; “Human
Trafficking & Slavery,” presented by United Nations

Association of Santa Barbara (co-sponsored by
LWVSB). Film showing “The Flight to Forgive” and
discussion by Everyday Ghandis.

LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER
DISCUSSION UNITS: STATE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSION
REDUCTIONS
6
Tuesday: Supper Unit - 5:30 p.m., Madame Lu's
Restaurant, 3524 State St., Contact Karen Bunker.
7
Wednesday: Evening Unit - 7:30 p.m., Pat
Shewczyk’s house, 5044 Walnut Park Dr., Contact Pat
Shewczyk and Sheila Kamhi.
7
Wednesday: Carpinteria Unit – 10 a.m., Carpinteria
Women's Club, 1059 Vallecito Rd. Contact Barbara
Godley. (Date changed for this month only.)
10 Saturday: LWVSB Board meeting, 10 a.m., League
Office at 328 A East Carrillo, Suite A.
12 Monday: Valle Verde Unit – noon-2 p.m. New
location in private dining room off breezeway
(parking in front lot), 900 Calle de los Amigos. Brown
bag lunch. Contact Joan Kerns.
14 Wednesday: Community Forum: Note: date changed
due to Thanksgiving. 12-2 p.m., Louise Lowry Davis
Center, 1232 De la Vina St.; brown bag lunch; free
and open to the public.

Save The Date: Tuesday, Nov. 6 Election Day. Don’t forget to vote and be sure to remind your friends.
Remember to check the LWVSB web site (http://lwvsantabarbara.org) for the latest event information.
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